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Prairie Metropolis Centre
&
Catholic Social Services
Are co-hosting a Brown Bag Seminar
Farah Merali
University of Alberta
Migration to Canada through Arranged
Marriages: Policy and Community Challenges Distinguishing Between Genuine
Relationships and Immigration Fraud
Marriage fraud is one of the fastest growing forms of abuse of Canada’s immigration system. This form of abuse occurs when a foreign national marries a Canadian citizen or permanent resident and then abandons him/her after landing in Canada or obtaining citizenship. The evaluation of spousal sponsorship applications by Citizenship and Immigration Canada involves a relationship history assessment to ascertain the genuineness of family ties. In the process of attempting to address the growing problem of marriages of convenience, there is a risk that legitimate marriages may face increasing or inappropriate scrutiny, leading some Canadian marriage partners to be denied their right to pursue their family lives. The differentiation of legitimate marriages and fraud marriages may be particularly difficult in cases of arranged marriage, where there is limited pre-marital interaction between members of the couple. This presentation situates international arranged marriages within current global trends, outlines specific challenges involved in differentiating genuine arranged marriages from marriages of convenience, and describes a research program for addressing policy and community gaps in relation to this perplexing problem.
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Time: Noon to 1:00 p.m.
Date: Friday, December 17, 2010
Location: Catholic Social Services
10709 – 105 Street, Edmonton
RSVP to: Genevieve  -  Tel: 492-6600 or Email: prairiemetropolis@ualberta.ca
